
WHAT ARE THEY?
Side Road Activated Speeds (SRAS) systems are an
innovative method to reduce crashes at high-risk
intersections in rural areas. 

When a motorist travelling on a side road
approaches the high-speed main road, sensors
trigger an electronic speed sign that temporarily
reduces the speed limit on the main road by 20 or
30km/h.

BENEFITS
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Temporarily reduces vehicle speeds,
when the risk (traffic entering from the
side) is present.

The speed reduction only extends
around 500m, and only applies when a
vehicle is approaching from the side-
road, so the impact on travel time is
negligible.

If an intersection crash should occur,
the impact speed would be lower
resulting in reduced levels of road
trauma.

W A T C H  H E R E
T O  L E A R N

M O R E
How SRAS systems work

www.SafeSystemSolutions.com.au

https://youtu.be/pkGyGnYxYzU?si=RfpeKOq_k0npOwjf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-system-solutions/
https://safesystemsolutions.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzb9A26vWqog-NEilDyuOg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128472272@N08/albums


The Department of Transport and Planning provides an example SRAS layout in
TEM Volume 3 Part 211 Speed Zoning Guidelines:

Side Road Activated Speeds

Fact Sheet

W H A T  D O  T H E Y  L O O K  L I K E ?
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A divided carriageway
would require additional
electronic signs

KEY COST INFLUENCES

Number of intersections
being monitored

Site availability for power
sources (electricity or
solar)

Quantity of road safety
barrier required to shield
motorists from electronic
signs

Quality of existing
pavement surface - may
need to be rehabilitated

Type of monitoring
system (induction loops
or radar)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-system-solutions/
https://safesystemsolutions.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzb9A26vWqog-NEilDyuOg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128472272@N08/albums


M O R E  I N F O ?
We’re here to help. 
  Contact:
  info@safesystemsolutions.com.au
  +61 3 9381 2222  

EXAMPLE SITES:

Bass Highway, Leongatha South

Bass Highway, Bass

Hume Freeway, Tallarook

GUIDANCE / NOTES:

TCS - 071 - Side Road Activated

Speeds

VicRoads Speed Zoning Policy

ARRB, ‘Preliminary Evaluation of

Side Traffic Activated Rural

Speeds (STARS) Sites in Victoria’ 

Austroads, ‘Towards Safe System

Infrastructure: A Compendium of

Current Knowledge’

www.SafeSystemSolutions.com.au

E X A M P L E S  /
F U R T H E R  R E A D I N G

Other common names
for SRAS include:

Rural Junction
Active Warning
System (RJAWS)
Rural Intersection
Active Warning
System (RIAWS)
Side Traffic
Activated Rural
Speeds (STARS)
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-system-solutions/
https://safesystemsolutions.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzb9A26vWqog-NEilDyuOg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128472272@N08/albums
https://www.google.com/maps/@-38.531088,145.8781726,3a,75y,58.62h,93.86t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1swKg9sfXthgeYUU3h3b8eVw!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@-38.4738147,145.4739763,3a,75y,27.52h,91.42t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sNN2aE5kdbaM8xCBS2MEbCA!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3DNN2aE5kdbaM8xCBS2MEbCA%26cb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile.gps%26w%3D203%26h%3D100%26yaw%3D195.00575%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.121554,145.0908287,3a,75y,9.09h,90.64t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1scpBKuZ8nVssRIL7jM-qaMg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/-/media/files/technical-documents-new/its-specifications-tcs/specification-tcs-071-side-road-activated-speeds-rev-b.ashx
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/-/media/files/technical-documents-new/its-specifications-tcs/specification-tcs-071-side-road-activated-speeds-rev-b.ashx
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/-/media/files/technical-documents-new/its-specifications-tcs/specification-tcs-071-side-road-activated-speeds-rev-b.ashx
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353643450_Preliminary_Evaluation_of_Side_Traffic_Activated_Rural_Speeds_STARS_Sites_in_Victoria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353643450_Preliminary_Evaluation_of_Side_Traffic_Activated_Rural_Speeds_STARS_Sites_in_Victoria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353643450_Preliminary_Evaluation_of_Side_Traffic_Activated_Rural_Speeds_STARS_Sites_in_Victoria
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/353643450_Preliminary_Evaluation_of_Side_Traffic_Activated_Rural_Speeds_STARS_Sites_in_Victoria
https://austroads.com.au/publications/road-safety/ap-r560-18
https://austroads.com.au/publications/road-safety/ap-r560-18
https://austroads.com.au/publications/road-safety/ap-r560-18

