
WHAT ARE THEY?
Separated cycling paths are bicycle lanes
physically separated from motorised traffic. They
are also known as ‘Protected bicycle lanes’ or
‘Copenhagen lanes’.

This infrastructure greatly improves the level of
safety for people riding bikes as well as improving
the amenity and perception of safety.

BENEFITS
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Fact Sheet

Physically separates motor vehicles
from riders - significantly reducing the
likelihood of conflicts

Moves riders outside the ‘dooring’ zone
(typically bicycle lanes are installed
adjacent the parking lane)

People who ride feel safer in these
environments - further promoting this
active transport
 
Attracts greater diversity in riding
demographics
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Providing [separated cycling
paths] is fundamental to
accommodating cyclists of
all ages, abilities and
confidence levels.
Global Street Design Guide (2016)

City of Melbourne’s,
“Bicycle User Confidence
Study” (2017)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-system-solutions/
https://safesystemsolutions.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzb9A26vWqog-NEilDyuOg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128472272@N08/albums
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There are two typical configurations for separated cycling lanes.

W H A T  D O  T H E Y  L O O K  L I K E ?
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One-way (uni-directional) Located on each side of
the road

Riders travel in the same
direction as adjacent
motor vehicle traffic

Offers improved
coherence, legibility and
local access

Two-way (bi-directional)Located on one side of the
road

Riders travel in the both
directions

Requires less space than
one-way configuration

This configuration is the
preferred separated bicycle

path design.

This configuration may be
appropriate where all

attractions / amenities are
located on one side of the

road or there is a significant
reduction in the number of

conflict points (driveways) on
one side of the road.

These figures have been adapted from Transport for NSW’s, “Cycleway Design Toolbox” (2020)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-system-solutions/
https://safesystemsolutions.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzb9A26vWqog-NEilDyuOg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128472272@N08/albums


Video of One-way Separated

Cycling Path

Video of Bi-directional Separated

Cycling Path

City of Melbourne Bike Lane

Design Guidelines

Transport for NSW’s Cycleway

Design Toolbox

Cycling Aspects of Austroads

Guides

Wellington St, Melbourne

Ellis St, Bendigo

VIDEOS:

GUIDANCE / NOTES:

GOOGLE MAPS:

M O R E  I N F O ?
We’re here to help. 
  Contact:
  info@safesystemsolutions.com.au
  +61 3 9381 2222  

www.SafeSystemSolutions.com.au

Fact Sheet
E X A M P L E S  /
F U R T H E R  R E A D I N G

Separated Cycling Paths

KEY CONSIDERATIONS
The physical separation may
impact garbage pick up and/or
street sweeping services

The physical separation should
be wide enough to house a
fully-opened car door (when
adjacent a parking lane)

For bi-directional paths, conflict
points should be carefully
reviewed (motorists may not
expect riders in both directions)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/safe-system-solutions/
https://safesystemsolutions.com.au/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtzb9A26vWqog-NEilDyuOg
https://www.flickr.com/photos/128472272@N08/albums
https://youtu.be/LtNbFNllh1c?si=DTvnKwXPemQVsun4
https://youtu.be/LtNbFNllh1c?si=DTvnKwXPemQVsun4
https://youtu.be/p49gouF6ax4?si=hCD8SiEJc4yDRXLN
https://youtu.be/p49gouF6ax4?si=hCD8SiEJc4yDRXLN
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/sitecollectiondocuments/bike-lane-design-guidelines.pdf
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/sitecollectiondocuments/bike-lane-design-guidelines.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files?file=media/documents/2022/Cycleway-Design-Toolbox-Web_0.pdf
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files?file=media/documents/2022/Cycleway-Design-Toolbox-Web_0.pdf
https://austroads.com.au/publications/road-design/ap-g88-17
https://austroads.com.au/publications/road-design/ap-g88-17
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.8034472,144.9866098,3a,75y,10.99h,83.88t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sTNPhU4Pv-5C8OKcJMyhpsg!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-36.7748909,144.2960498,3a,75y,131.61h,92.81t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1svYQMisYqyW5GcLeH6HEEpA!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu

